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Highlights of the FARS August Club Meeting 

Our recent meeting had a quorum and several subjects were discussed.  The Repeater committee announced an antenna replacement work party at the Black Mountain Repeater site.  The ARRL Special Service Club re-qualifying application has been submitted.  The on-going discussion for a FARS unified clubs 2005 Field Day committee was introduced and several important phases were determined.  Action will be initiated for benchmarked tasks.  This will be a continuing effort.  A Constitution and By-Laws (C&BL) review committee was formed, the four volunteers are Butch Bussen, Fred Homuth, Al Olcott, and Sandy Padilla.  There are two, differing copies of the club C&BL in existence.  The committee members will review and reconcile the contents of the two documents.  There will be electronic and hard copies of the document for general membership review available by the November meeting.

New Members!

FARS added four new members at our August meeting:  Those joining included Larry T. Ballard, N0CPU; John Bigley, N7UR; Elizabeth Bigley, KD7RIN, and David Kulikowski, N7DJK.  A FARS welcome to you all!  We look forward to your opinions and visions for the club.  There is a potential job for every club member, and of course, there’s always the monthly breakfast too!  With the addition of our new members, the FARS voting quorum is now twelve members.

New Repeater Antenna Installed!

The Repeater Committee work party at the repeater site on Black Mountain changed out the former shadowed antenna and installed another in a clear shot location for Las Vegas Valley.  Preliminary results show that access from distant points in Las Vegas are now accessible using much lower power levels and simpler antennas.  A full report will be delivered at the next club meeting.

A Proposal From Our President

At last month's club meeting, FARS President Butch Bussen, WA0VJR, proposed that our club repeater be utilized as an IRLP (Internet Radio Linking Project) outlet.  There was no vote, but a discussion of its practicality and mission ensued.  It will require a one-time expense of an estimated $150 for the hardware and software to deploy the IRLP functionality for the repeater.  Our repeater is quite capable of implementing this function.  Exactly what connection will be established to the outside world for our repeater is not clear yet.  The proposed mission for our repeater will not include linking to other IRLP “reflector systems.”  Also, club members will have priority usage on the machine.  The club will continue to refine the repeater's scope of IRLP capability in the coming months.
Solar Cycle 23

The current solar cycle is heading down hill rapidly.  The bottom of the cycle and very low solar indices are projected to end in late 2006 or early 2007.  Bands above 20M will be only sporadically available during this period.  Now is a good time to fire up that 160M project!

Skywarn Participation

ARRL Members contact Glen Hale, KB7REO, at 897-8210 if you have an interest, the time, and experience with the Skywarn activity.  Training for spotter observers is available, but other individuals can and should participate in situations where they are experiencing a threat to life, or major property damage, and first responders have not yet arrived on scene.  The National Weather Service activates the Skywarn Net during serious storm conditions in the Las Vegas Valley.
Important Frequencies to Note
FARS UHF repeater: 443.900, PL 100Hz. The repeater is at a temporary location in the North Valley.

WX4NHC Weather Net (Hurricanes and tropical storm reports within threat areas) :14325 MHz 

Health and Welfare Net (traffic to/from disaster areas): 14265 MHz

125cm band
FM calling frequency: 223.500 MHz

70cm band
FM calling frequency: 446.000 MHz

23cm band
FM calling frequency: 1294.500 MHz

Southern Nevada Skywarn Nets (heavy storms in the local area / traffic):

Trained spotter traffic primary frequency 146.88 MHz


RACES/Skywarn secondary frequency 147.18 MHz

Homeland Security Precaution

When participating in an activity that would look unusual or strange to the public or law enforcement officers in this homeland security aware era, call 311 prior to the operation, and give pertinent details.  This informs the authorities, and asks for their cooperation.  For example, a transmitter hunt that uses clandestine appearing equipment at public locations may cause concern for the uninitiated, and result in an unnecessary call to the local authorities.

Another Way of Looking at Things

Cheap is the bowl thou storest honey; but precious for the contents of the bowl. – Abl-al-Ala Al-Maari, 10th Century
Rumor in Circulation

Valley Electric Association, a taxpayer subsidized rural electricity cooperative, is rumored to be considering deployment of BPL(broadband over power lines).  Their lines originate at the Hoover Dam complex and roughly parallel Silverado Ranch Boulevard, about 1/2 mile south from Al Olcott's, K7ICW, QTH, on their way to Pahrump in Nye County, and other destinations.  The FARS newsletter staff would appreciate informed inputs on this BPL development.

Amateur Radio, What are We?

Aspirin is obsolete, but new uses are found for it every day, just like with ham radio.  Collecting stamps is a hobby, but ham radio is a lifestyle. – Extracted from QRZ forum, and WorldRadio

Club Library

Our club Secretary, Robert Johnson, N7FLR, is also our Club Librarian and maintains some ARRL publications for 30 day loan cycles.

Moment of Zen

The unspoken road is the road not taken.  Take it! – Liv, French poet, 18th Century
Appointees and Regular Volunteers

Club Technical adviser/RFI consultant – Dave Floyd, W9MPD

AREC FARS Coordinator – Vacant(needs ARRL ARES Level 1 certification)

Education Coordinator/Librarian – Robert Johnson, N7FLR

FARS Public Information Officer (PIO) – Fred Homuth, K9GAJ

ARRL DXCC/WAS Awards Manager – Hal Waite, K3AB

ARRL VUCC Awards Manager – Al Olcott, K7ICW

FARS Newsletter – Al Olcott, K7ICW, and Sandy Padilla, KB6EK

Clouded Moment of Zen

When you come to a fork in the road, take it – Yogi Berra, 20th Century
Repeater Committee

Acting Chair – Fred Homuth, K9GAJ; Support – J.D. Jones, N7WL, Sandy Padilla, KB6EK, and Butch Bussen, WA0VJR.  Other FARS members are always welcome to participate.

Next Meeting

The next FARS breakfast meeting is scheduled for Saturday September 11, at 8 AM, at the Instant Replay-Villa Pizza Sports Pub & Grille, located at 9495 S. Las Vegas Boulevard, at Richmar Avenue, on the SW corner.  Look for us in the private dining room on your left as you enter.

The Perseids Meteor Shower – A Non-Event in the West

This meteor shower is also a VHF radio activity.  The span is Aug. 10-14, and longer for digital operators.  The meteors arrive rarely as predicted.  This year was supposed to be above normal, with the earth crossing debris left by the Swift-Tuttle comet, whose passage first occurred in 1862 during the U.S. Civil War.  Lots of contacts were made on 6M and 2M in the East and Midwest U.S.  Western U.S. stations were largely left out on this one, but some contacts were completed.  A handful of contacts were made on 222 MHz in the Northeast quadrant of the U.S.

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) – Major Changes Coming

Just so you know, ARES is going to adopt some new system protocols.  Basically, it connects a digital mode station in a potential distressed or disaster area to the nearest equipped station to the Internet.  Here’s the round-up. – Using WINLINK 2000 modules, with CD ARES, NTS and ARES leadership protocol instructions, TELEPAC Gateway stations are then deployed.  Large population centers will then use TELEPAC Internet gateway stations and a possible PBMO.  Lesser populated areas will use WINLINK capable HF PACTOR.  Portable terminals using Airmail or PACLINK controllers fill in gaps.  PACLINK serves as a miniature e-mail server on any Windows 2000 PRO, XP PRP per XP Home edition. Using a LAN that supports multiple users, PACLINK sets up a separate account thru a mini-server program which gives access to Packet Radio.  PACLINK may use the optional AGW Packet Engine (AGWPE) as a control interface.  Packet Controller emulation with a computer sound card allows use with Microsoft Net framework, which can be downloaded from the Microsoft website, as an up-date for Windows 2000 or XP.  As regards the e-mail program, PACLINK would be set up for different e-mail servers or POP3 servers.  Configuring PACLINK to interface with a hardware TNC is a challenge, but provides astounding capabilities.  TARES dedicated WINLINK PMBO has been utilized which distributes ARES digital messages both locally and across the Internet.  Too complicated?  Then use an HF connect to a PCS PACTOR 3 to a myriad of existing WINLINK HF PBMOs. – Did I get that right Jackson? – QST September 2004.
Photo Contributions to the Newsletter

If you have photos involving personal or club amateur radio activities, email or deliver your submissions to: sdpadilla@earthlink.net.  The .jpeg photo format is best utilized for computer versions.  We’ll take photo prints too, but be sure you have retained copies.  Amateur movie video is also sought for the archives.

Ham or Related Equipment For Sale, Trade, or Giveaway
Space is usually available in the Newsletter for member listings.  These may be submitted via email or in writing.  The Newsletter reserves the right to edit listings.  Bring the giveaways to the club meeting

In 1905
One in ten U.S. adults couldn’t read or write.  Only six percent had graduated from high school.  Ed. Note: Now, they can read and write, but only six percent can spell adequately.  Also, only one doctor in 10 had graduated from college.  They’re still “practicing” medicine. – Data from U.S. census of 1905

Antenna Tuners Revisited

Did you know that an antenna tuner does not “tune” an antenna?  An antenna tuner is really a variable impedance matching network at RF frequencies.  A properly tuned transmitter is applied to the tuner “input”(usually 50 ohms).,  An antenna is connected to the “output.”(matching almost any reasonable load in the range 100-2000 ohms impedance).  If properly designed and adjusted, the antenna tuner transfers power from the input to match an antenna (good or bad) connected to the output.  It doesn’t tune the antenna!  The antenna can only be ”tuned” if the antenna itself has design adjustment features to allow it.  A non-resonant antenna can only be matched within a span of limits.  Usually this is good for an antenna design that can be matched for different bands.  Example: the G5RV design.  If the tuner doesn’t match the antenna, then either the tuner has to be revised in design or the antenna has to be modified or both.  Usually, when an antenna match is unobtainable, an SWR meter on the 50 ohm input will display a high reading or infinity.  It is possible to vary a built in antenna tuner on the transmitter to change these results into a favorable looking SWR meter reading.  Be advised that re-tuning the transmitter out of the range designed to be operated that normally matches a 50 ohm load, may cause damage by overheating of the tubes or transistors in the final circuits of the transmitter.  Also, high voltages may exist, especially in high power operation, causing possible component damage like arc-overs in coils and capacitors in both the transmitter and the antenna tuner. – RF Electronics Design by J. Sumatanphernambataphu, VU9DGM

Shocking Love Fest

Two antennas meet on a roof, fall in love and get married.  The ceremony wasn’t much, but the reception was excellent. – Too corny to quote source

Your Voice is Welcomed!

The Newsletter provides a forum for FARS members to express their thoughts, opinions, or impressions.  Submissions via email or in writing are required.  Stated views do not necessarily reflect the views of the Frontier Amateur Radio Society.  Constructive alternatives to present policy make the best challenges.  The Newsletter reserves the right to edit submissions.
Once in a Lifetime, But Never Again in Your Lifetime

Mars will be closest to Earth than at any other time in the last 5,000 years.  This will happen on August. 27th.  Mars will appear brighter than everything else in the night sky except for the moon.  Look for it near the moon in the Eastern sky after 10 PM.  No one alive today will ever see this again.  The next time this happens will be in the year 2287.

Upcoming Contest

The ARRL September VHF Party (all modes) starts on the Saturday, September 11th, at 1800 UTC (11AM local) and ends on September 13th (Sun. evening at 0300 UTC (8 PM local).  Exchange is call signs, and VUCC grid locator.  Some FM simplex frequencies suggested: 146.55, 223.5, 440.0, and 1294.5 MHz. SSB, and CW frequencies suggested for calling (then move off!): 50.125, 144.200, 222.100, 432.100, and 1296.100 MHz.

Commercial Community Club Supporters

Amateur Electronic Supply
Radio World
4640 S Polaris Avenue
1656 Nevada Highway

Las Vegas, NV  89103
Boulder City, NV  89005

Phone: (702) 647-3114
Phone: (702) 294-2666
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